
UTILE LOUISA'S
' DEATH A MYSTERY.

Girl of Eight Found Lifeless
Under the Viaduct in

Park Avenue,

William Hornung, Her Father,
Arrested on Suspicion, but

Soon Released.

According to the Coroner She Died
from Exposure Within a Stone's

Throw of Her Home.

COME QUESTIONS STILL UNANSWERED

Every Theory of Foul Play Thus Far Ad¬
vanced Has Been Exhaustively In¬

vestigated, but Found to Be
Wholly Untenable.

The dead body of Louisa Hornung, an

eight-year-old child, was found beneath the
viaduct on Park avenue near One Hundred
and Tenth street yesterday morning. The
doctor who made the post-mortem
examination found three contusions up-
m the top of the girl's head. These were
if such a nature as to indicate that she
may have been stunned either by blows or

by a fall. In the opinion of the Coroner
and his physician, however, death did not
result from the injuries, but from expos¬
ure.
So many circumstances that seemed sus¬

picious were developed by the inquiries of
the officers that William Hornung, father
of the youthful victim, was detained at
the One Hundred and Fourth Street Sta¬
tion. After the autopsy he was formally
placed under arrest; but later, when It
was seen how much of uncertainty there
was in the allegations against him, he
was released. The manner of the child's
death and the indirect cause of it are not
known. The whole affair Is wrapped in the
deepest mystery.
The viaduct along Park avenue, on both

Bides of the New York Central's high
'tone wall, was built as a temporary way
for trains pending the erection of the
Mevated structure. The high wall dark¬
ened the street in the first instance, and
the scaffolding and trestle-work added
make the thoroughfare almost black as

night even on bright days. At night under
the viaduct it must be one dense shadow.
Yesterday a light was needed to see plain¬
ly what was under the structure. In these
circumstances It Is not strange that the
body was not found until 9 o'clock in the
morning, although It lay within thirty feet
»f the One Hundred and Tenth street rail¬
road station and scarcely further away
from a much-frequented saloon.

APPEARED TO BE ASLEEP.
Station Agent Allen saw the corpse

first. Thomas Murphy, a laborer, came
when Allen called. Both went Into the
saloon and everybody in the place ran out
at once. The bartender, Henry Rush, and
all the rest of these witnesses agree in
their statements as to the position and
condition of the child's body when found.
Little Louisa, though dead, appeared as

tf asleep. She was lying on her bick. Her
flo.hi s not uisirranj&a- One shoe
Vas unbuttoned, as If she had just pre¬
pared to take It off. Her Tam o' Shanter
cap was on the pavement, two feet from
the body, and where her hand might have

placed It. Rude paving stones were gath¬
ered together in a heap close to the rail
road wall. On one of these stones the
head rested, as If on a pillow, and th«
hair was scattered round the rock, a?

though loosened to make sleep easie
(The passing trains overhead had rattl
flown dust and soot until face, hands a

slothes were very dirty.
A step or two from the feet of '

jorpse were the ashes of a fire that 1
Keen built in the centre of another heap
paving blocks. It was at first suppo
from this that perhaps the child had li
down by a fire at night and fallen asle
in the warmth, only to die from expost
^ater in the night, when the cold r;

was falling. This theory was soon expl
ed, though, for it was learned that so

sewer-builders had built the lire a w

and a half before. There hitd not beei
live ember in the ashes in ten days.

"THAT'S MY CHILD!"
The sight was one to make 1

stoutest heart weaken. Louisa was an <

tremeiy pretty child, rosy-cheeked ai

stout.not delicate at all. Her parents s;

she was never sick a day In her whc
life. The girl looked very sweet In dea
as she lay there in the semi-darkness wi'
her black hair about her head. Everythin
about was wet by the rain, which wj

still falling, and the clothes upon the sma

corpse were dripping.
Policeman Conboy was notified. B

called for the ambulance, but the amb
lance doctor at once pronounced the chi'
dead and refused to carry away the bod;
The patrol wagon was next summoned, at

when It started for the station Mr. Ho.
nung was in thfe crowd that ran up. Whe
he saw the cbrpse he stopped short an

said:
"My God! That's my child!"
Hornung followed on after the wage

and was at the One Hundred and Fourt
Street Station House soon after the bod
was carried in there. He was known b
the sergeant in charge, for he had callec
early in the morning to inquire if his lost
girl had been found. The loss of the child
had been reported late the night before by
the mother. She had called twice to ask If
the police had seen the absent Louisa.

THE CORONER'S SUSPICIONS.
Coroner Hoeber was notified at once of

the finding of the body. He made his In¬
vestigations in person. He had not been
long at work before he concluded that the

case was most suspicious. Thereupon he
ord^-ed the detention of the father to await
the result of the autopsy. Last night the
Coroner told of his suspicions and the
grounds for them.
"I worked three hours making my inves¬

tigations," said he. "I questioned the
mother of the child and questioned the
father. I went to the place where the
body was found, and saw all the witness¬
es. I came to the conclusion that the body
must have been carried where it was

found. If the girl had fallen I do not see

how she could have been in such a posi¬
tion. She was found even with her legs'
crossed and her arm thrown across her
breast. My first thought was that she had
been poisoned, and the body placed there
in that dark spot, certainly as good a hid-
ing-place as could possibly be found.
"I detected the father in many contra¬

dictions. His story did not agree with
that of the mother. The father said that
the child had gone out to play late in the
afternoon, and was to be back at supper.
Hornung declared he did not see the child
after 6 o'clock, but later he flatly con¬

tradicted this by saying that he went out
at 7 o'clock to get some beer and then saw

her playing on the doorstep.
"Supper was late. I asked him why he

did not call the child in at 7 o'clock for
supper if he saw her then, but he did not
make any definite reply. He made many
other contradictory statements, many of
them in trifling matters, it is true, but
contradictions, nevertheless. He said, foi-
instance, that the child was perfectly clean
when she went out, and had just been
washed by her mother. Later he declared
thiat her mother washed the children Sat¬
urday, but had skipped the preceding Sat¬
urday because they had just moved. Iiis
statement made a very unfavorable impres¬
sion upon me, though I had started in
with the belief that he was an honest,
hard-working man."
What most impressed the Coroner and

others who Investigated the matter Was
the discovery of the standing which the
child had in the Hornung family. The girl
now dead was eight years old. Hornin g
married his wife six years ago. This mat.

ter of dates was stated by Hornung himselr
and admitted by his wife both in the con¬

versations with the Coroner and with the
detectives. It was learned that the subject
had been the cause of bickering in the
fjt'mily.

ANOTHER DEATH.
It was learned that there had been

another death in the Horn\;ng household
within a year. This child that died was
named Mary. The remains of this first
daughter to die were interred by Under¬
taker Karl, whose plact of business is at
No. 2150 Second avenue. Karl hunted up
the record of this df>ath last night, and
found that, according to the certificate
which authorize^ the burial, Mary died
from diarrheal nrieningitis on July 15, 1855.
The paper was signed by Dr. D. G. Jansen,
of No. 234 East One Hundred and Twelfth
street.
Because of the suspicions formed in the

minds of thf. Coroner and others, the
utmost pains was taken to get all possible
facts bearin,; upon this most sensational
phase of the matter. It was found that
the Hornung family had been occupying
the upper fiat at No. 1503 Park avenue.
This building is diagonally across ihe
street from the shadowy place where the
girl's body was found. The corpse was

nearly in front of the house numbered
1520 Park avenue. 9etweeu tlle two pl»ce9
intervenes the huge stone structure upon
which the railroad tjralns run. At One
Hundred and Tenth street are archways

children most of the day, and that toward
evening Mrs. Hornung said she might have
her reward,by going out to play. The lit¬
tle girl ran out on the street and was not
see!Q again by the parents until Hornung
returned with the beer. She was then near
the southeast corner of One Hundred and
Ter^th street and Park avenue. That was

'f o'clock In the evening.
THEIR STORY INVESTIGATED.

When supper was ready at 8 o'clock the
fatht.r went out and called "Louisa,"
"Louisa," as loud as he could without
getting any answer. He walked toward the
cornt.r and called again. Still not getting
a reMy, he returned to supper. The mother
was alarmed, and soon after the meal was

eateii went out and searched for the child
iu vain. The matter was talked over and
finally the mother went to the police sta¬
tion and reported that the child was lost.
The hunt was kept up and later Mrs.
Horijung went to the station again. In the
moniing the body was found.
Corroboration of this story was sought

yesterday. The police remembered that
the woman was twice at the station. The
family on the first floor in the building
whbre the Hornungs live heard Hornung
asl; for the child about 8 o'clock in the
evening. The saloon-keeper recalled that
Hornung was there for a can of beer about
7 o'clock. This was all that could be ob¬
tained. At the livery stable next the
flat building the proprietor was sure no

one had called there, asking for a lost
child. At the saloons' that were open In

the evening no one had seen- Hornung or

his wife searching for the child or heard
them ask any questions. Persons living
near by on the street were in like Igno¬
rance. It was plain that there was no

great commotion In the neighborhood over

the loss of the little one. Most of the peo¬
ple in the immediate locality heard of the
child's loss first when told of the finding of
the corpse.

CHINAMAN SUSPECTED.
After the ghastly discovery under the via¬

duct various sensational rumors spread.
Many were snre the child had been mal-
treated. Scarcely forty feet from the
stones on which little Louisa's head rested
is a Chinese wash house. It is occupied by
ja Chiiximan called Wah Kee. Occasionally
the laundiyman has others of his race there
as assistants. The building Is not closed
in, as are most Chinese laundries. When
the lamps are lighted inside any one pass¬
ing can see the Mongolians at work. Little
Mamie Levy, living at No. 94 East One
Hundred and Eleventh street, was passing
there at 8 o'clock Thursday evening and
saw a little girl inside the store with
Wah Kee.
"I could not be mistaken," the Levy girl

said, when questioned about the matter
yesterday afternoon. "It was a little bit of
a girl not over ten years old. She was

standing at the table, where the Chinaman
was working." ..

Wah Kee was seen. He denied emphat¬
ically that any little girl was In his place
Thursday night. He said no little girl had
been In the laundry In a week. He said
he did not know any girl was dead. To
other queries bearing on the matter, he
had but one answer, and that "No sabe."

THEORIES CRUMBLE.
When Mamie Levy was required to de¬

scribe the girl she had seen In the Chinese
laundry, she said the child had light hair.
Louisa Hornung's hair was very dark.
One theory after another was thus de¬

stroyed, and clue after clue proved worth¬
less. The more the officers persisted in
their investigations the more mysterious

r \
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the death of the child seemed.
It was thought by some that she might

have climbed into the trestlework and tum¬
bled to her pavement. This supposition
seemed untenable In view of the facts.
There was not a cut or a. scratch on the
body. No child of eight years could
climb Into the trestle-work. There was
likewise no reason to believe that the child
was attacked by a scamp. Careful In¬
quiry made by the doctors indicated that
such could not well be the case. There
remained the theory that the child died of
heart disease, the theory that she was
weakened by lack of food and the theory
that she was poisoned. The autopsy upset
all thfee.
The examination of the body was made

by Dr. Huber, the Coroner's physician.
There was not a scratch on the scalp, but
on taking it from the skull three clots of
blood were found beneath. The three clots
marked the location of the three contusions
on top of the child's head.

NO SIGNS OF POISONING.
The brain was normal, showing that It

was not congestion of that organ that re¬
sulted in death. The heart was normal,
proving conclusively that the little girl did
not die from heart disease. There was
nothing to indicate poisoning about the

stomach and Intestines. The contents of
the stomach showed that the girl ate not
long before her death, and ate heartily.
The theory of assault was certainly defi¬
nitely proved false. The lungs were con¬

gested and other organs affected In such a
manner as to convince th epliyslcian that
Louisa Hornung died from exposure, inde¬
pendent of the effect of the blows upon the
head. Dr. Huber so reported to the Coro¬
ner.
"There is only one way," said the Coro¬

ner, "to show without doubt that the child
was not poisoned, and that is to make an

analysis of the contehts of the stomach,
which have been saved. I wish to say,
though, that there are easily recognized in¬
dications of death from poison, and none of
these indications are to be found in this
case. I will not order an analysis until con¬

vinced that it is really necessary. The law
requires me to get an order from the Dis¬
trict-Attorney first. I should be slow about
it, anyway, because to analyze the contents
of a stomach puts $300 or $500 expense upon
the county."

QUESTIONS UNANSWERED.
The father of the little girl was placed

under arrest before Dr. Huber had left the
One Hundred and Fourth Street Station,
where the post mortem examination was
made. Sergeant Joyce called Hornung be¬
fore him and he was booked and locked up,
after giving various answers that were en¬
tered on the records. There is likely to
be trouble about this, for Coroner Hoeber,
after getting the result of the autopsy,
declined to assume responsibility for the
father's arrest. Hornung was then turned
loose. A prescution for false imprison¬
ment is possible.
The queries "How did the girl die?" and

"How did she come to be dead beneath
the viaduct?" are still unanswered.

DONAHUE'S HEIRS SUE.
Seek to Recover 5,000 Shares of California

Stock at $125,000 from the Selig-
man and Thalman Firms.

The banking firms of J. & W. Seligman &
Co. and Ladenburg, Thalman & Co., of this
city, were made the defendants in an ac¬

tion that was commenced several months
ago in the Supreme Court of San Francisco,
Cal., by the executors of the estate of
James Mervyn Donahue to recover 5,000
shares of stock in the San Francisco &
North Faciflc Railroad Company. The
stock is valued at $125,000 and is now held
by these two firms. The subject is still
pending.
Eugene Kelly, with James Donahue,

founded the banking' firm of Donahue &
Kelly in San Francisco. Mr. Kelly then
came East and took charge of the Eastern
branch, in this city, under the name of
Eugene Kelly & Co. Jesse Seligman, who
for years had transacted bus ness through
the houses of his friends, Kelly and Dona¬
hue, then founded the Seligman Banking
* '\Vhen \he San Francisco & North Pacific
Railroad was organized there were certain
liens for right of way, and possible dam¬
ages for personal injuries In prospect, and
the bankers declined to issue the bonds un-
til these were taken up. James Meryyn
Donahue undertook to discharge them, and
for this purpose pledged 20,000 shares of
stock In the San Francisco & North lacih'j
Railroad with the Seligman Banking Com¬pany as collateral security for the carrying
out of the agreement. In course of time
15.000 shares of the stock were returned,
and the Other 5,000 shares were retained on
tb6 ground tliflt the contr&ct hfl'I not been
fulfilled.

,, _

Eugene Kelly. James Mervyn Donahue
and Jesse Seligman died within a few-
months of each other, and the executors of
the estate of James Mervyn Donahue made
a demand for the return o'f the remainder
of the stock. The demand was refused,
and several months ago the suit for the re¬
covery of the stock was instituted.

CABLE CAR RUNS WILD.

A Switch Smashed a Car and Caused a

Woman to Faint.
Because a brake would not work a Lex¬

ington avenue cable car ran "wild" down
"Duffy's Hill," in Harlem, yesterday,
crashed Into another car and injured a

woman. This hill extends from One Hun¬
dredth street and One Hundred and I-ifth
street. It was never leveled, because the
Third avenue elevated railroad wanted a

section of it for their yards. It was the
site of the old Bull's Head Hotel.
Car No. 311, bound uptown, reached the

summit of the hill shortly before noon It
was in charge of Gripman Campbe 1 The
only occupant was Miss Ida Schildkledt,
twentv-ttve years old, of No. 2301 I irst
avenue. The car started down the hill,
and the gripman found that his brake
would not work. The grade has an angle
of 45 degrees, and the car shot forward
with frightful velocity. Gripman Campbell
ran back into the car.
"The car's running away; you better

lump!" he shouted to the young woman.
She made an effort to get to her feet,

but sank to the floor of the car in a faint.
The gripman and conductor held on to the
rear platform. At One Hundred and t ifth
street the car struck a switch, which ran
it on to the downtown track. A south¬
bound oar. which had stopped.a short dis¬
tance above, had several passengers on
board. The gripman warned them, and
thev all deserted the car. The runaway
car having lost but little of its speed,
crashed Into It with great force. The
fenders were smashed, the platforms dam¬
aged and the glass in the windows shat-

t8Mi«a Schildkledt was taken out of the
car unconscious, but soon recovered and
was able to go home. She is suffering
slight injury from shock.

an ex-senator accused.

Cincinnati Startled by the Story of Young
Ramp's Doings and His Shortcomings.
Cincinnati, Ohio, Jan. 24..The exposure

to-day of ex-Senator and ex-Cashier Ramp,
of the Market National Bank, caused end¬
less talk. Ramp was a man of affairs, prom¬
inent in financial and social life and In
the highest political circles of the State.
Charles Fleischman, the horseman, dis¬
tiller and manufacturer, was the chief
man of the Market Bank, and Ramp was
his favorite.

t . ,The storv told to-day is, in brief, that
Ramp took' $160,000 of Fleiscliman's money,
left with him not to be used for the bank
except to save its existence, and Fleisch¬
man went away for the summer. The dis¬
closure came to the public through a
note from New York. It brought to light
the fact, so it is said, that Ramp dab¬
bled in stocks and bonds, played poker and
was extravagant in gifts of jewelry. Ramp
said he had settled with Fleischman. The
latter'8 son says that is his understand-

'"I'amp has disappeared. It is said there
are other large sums of money which dis¬
appeared from an estate Ramp managed.

USED TO SHOVE THE QUEER.

Jersey Has Courtney Now, but Michigan
Will Have Him Soon.

James Courtney, the alleged accomplice
of "Old Bill" Brockway, the notorious coun¬

terfeiter, was arraigned before United
States Commissioner Romaine, in Jersey
City, yesterday, for a hearing. iDourtney,
who is sixty years old, was arrested last
Summer, shortly after Chief Hazen and his
aides captured Brockway and his gang at
their rendezvous In West Hoboken. Shortly
after his arrest Chief Hazen discovered
that Courtney was wanted in Michigan for
circulating $5,000 In $10 counterfeit notes, a
long time ago. He had been Indicted, but
before he could be arrested escaped. He
v(-as afterward arrested and served seven
years in Canada for "shoving the queer."
At the examination yesterday Chief

Hazen said that he is anxious to deliver
Courtney to the Michigan authorities. A
motion for his discharge was denied by Com¬
missioner Romaine, and further hearing ad¬
journed until to-day.

POLICE MYSTERY SOLVED.
Trouble Over a Mounted Patrol¬
man Results in Law Suits and

Involves Some Chickens.

Policeman Grey Kept Them Two
Years Ago to the Annoyance of

Mr. and Mrs. Maurer.

A WHOLE COMMUNITY IS TORN UP.

Anonymous Letters and Scurrilous Re¬
marks Fly Back and Forth Until Several
Families Become Entanged, and

the End Is Nowhere in Sight.
Two years ago Policeman Lincoln Grey,

of the Hlghbrldge Station, kept chickens.
As a consequence he is now the subject
of written complaints in which he
is charged with conduct unbecoming an
officer. Mrs. Isabella Maurer has secured
a judgment of $2,000 against Mrs. Mary
Cox for slander and Mrs. Maurer is her¬
self the defendant In a suit for slander, in
which Miss Lizzie Koegel is the complain¬
ant. In addition Policeman Grey is threat¬
ened with a suit in which Mrs. Maurer will
be the complainant, and in which he will
be charged with "oppression," which the
penal code says Is an action by a public
officer which tends to molest another per¬
son In property, person or rights. Be¬
side these there are other suits threatened

Mrs. Maurer at the time. What they were
is a matter of dispute, but on them Mrs.
Maurer bases her present charge of con¬
duct unbecoming an officer.

MYSTERIOUS LETTER CAME.
It was about this time that Mr. Maurer

began to receive anonymous letters. What
the contents of these are neither he nor his
attorney will say, but It is certain that
they all reflected on Mrs. Maurer. NoV
Mr. Maurer is trying to find who wrote
these letters. He does not accuse Police¬
man Grey of being their author, but holds
him indirectly responsible for them. Theymay be used as part of the evidence in
support of the complaint against Grey.A few days ago the water mains'alongWest One Hundred and Eighty-seventhstreet froze, and an official of the WaterDepartment was sent to the neighborhoodto explain to the residents the cause of
the trouble. While he was talking to Mrs.
Maurer, Lizzie Koegel, who is the servant
in Policeman Grey's family, passed and
stopped to listen. At this, it is said, Mrs.
Maurer became indignant, and said some
things which do not appear well in print.At any rate, Miss Koegel repeated the re¬
marks to friends, and then went to see
a lawyer. As a result, Mrs. Maurer was
served with a summons in a suit for
slander.
Mrs. Maurer was seen at her home last

night. She is a handsome woman, about
thirty years old. She refused to discuss
her trouble with Policeman Grey, and
would only say that her action was
prompted by "the desire of a lady to
secure ralress against a dirty loafer."
Policeman Grey refused to talk of the

matter, saying it was in the hands of
his superior officers and he could say
nothing until they had passed on it.
The case will be heard at Headquarters

at 3 o'clock Monday afternoon.

A THOUSAND MAY STRIKE.
Threatened Reduction of Wages Causes

Many Overgaiter and Legging
Workers to Quit.

Trouble has arisen in a comparatively
new branch of the New York clothing

I
Mrs. C. Maurer.

The fair litigant whose troubles began when Policeman Grey, In a moment of agri¬
cultural enthusiasm, started a hennery In his back yard. The whole neighborhood
and several courts of justice are trying to unravel the complication.

in which Policeman Grey and Mrs. Maurer
will be more or less Implicated.
And the whole thing is due to Police¬

man Grey's chickens, which were killed
and eaten many months ago. Grey lives
at No. 659 West One Hundred and Eighty-
seventh street. He belongs to the mount¬
ed detail and during the day rides a horse
up and down Seventh avenue. Mrs.
Maurer lives with her husband, Charles, in
the house No. 657 One Hundred and Eighty-
seventh street. Mr. Maurer is the pro¬
prietor of a lithographing and engraving
establishment at No. 136 Mulberry street.
He is a peaceable man, and had it not been
for the chickens the trouble might not
have occurred.

THE CHICKENS CACKLED NIGHTS.
Policeman Grey is somewhat agricultural

1ft his tastes, and shortly after he moved
Into the neighborhood decided that he
wanted to keep chickens. So he built a

coop on the back end of his lot and fenced
In a small yard, in which the fowls could
take the air. In this he installed a dozen
chickens of various breeds. For a month
or more there was no trouble. Then work
began to be pressing in Mr. Maurer's es¬
tablishment and he was frequently kept at
his office until 1 or 2 o'clock in the morn¬

ing. Then when he went to bed and want¬
ed to sleep, the chickens crowed or cackled.
Mr. Maurer did not sleep. He began to get
thin, and tinally appealed to the Board of
Health, declaring that Policeman Grey's
chickens were a nuisance and it should be
abated. After one or two complaints Grey
was notified to get rid of them. He did so.

From that time dates the neighborhood
war, in which a half dozen families are

now implicated.
It was not long after the nuisance was

abated that Mr. and Mrs. Maurer began to
be annoved in other ways. Stories were

circulated in regard to Mrs. Maurer which
reflected on both her temper and her char¬
acter. and Mr. and Mrs. Maurer attributed
them to the influence of Policeman Grey.
In self-defence the Maurers decided to

retaliate on Grey, and waited until they
thought they had caught him In several
breaches of police rules. Then they made
formal complaint to Inspector McAvoy,
who, during the temporary absence of Act¬
ing Chief Coniin, was in charge of the
department. The complaint was not re¬

garded as suflSciently serious to be used
for Grey's discredit on the force, and was

dropped. The Maurers, however, soon aft¬
erward traced a certain rumor concerning
Mrs. Maurer to Mrs. Mary Cox, who lives
at No. 239 Wadsworth avenue, which is
just around the corner from Mrs. Maurer's
home.

THE MAURERS GO TO LAW.
At this point Mr. Maurer decided to go to

law, and employed Abraham Levy, of No.
61 Park row, to prosecute Mrs. Cox for
slander. Suit was begun, and on Decem¬
ber 2, before a Sheriff's jury, the case was

heard. A verdict was returned awarding
Mrs. Maurer $2,000 damages. On this judg¬
ment was entered December 13. It still
remains unsatisfied, as the Sheriff reported
that he was unable to find any property
to satisfy the execution. This incident did
not serve to make Mrs. Maurer feel more

kindly toward Grey. She thought he was

the one and not Mrs. Cox who should
have been found guilty of the slander, for
she attributes all her troubles to his in¬
fluence.
Matters ran along in this way until one

day Policeman Grey undertook to repair
his sidewalk. His house Is situated on a

steep grade in such a way that after a

heavy rain the grass plot in front of the
house is covered with gravel and dirt,
which had been washed down from the
premises of the Maurers, higher up on the
hill. To protect his grass and walk Grey
got a plank, which he placed on edge oh
the dividing line of the two lots. Mrs.
Maurer, so the neighbors say, promptly got
a shovel and pried up the barrier. Some
words passed between the policeman and

trades which may cause strikes or lockouts
of from 1,000 to 1,500 men, women and
girls.
The overgaiter and legging workers, num¬

bering about 1,500, including cutters and
operators, are threatened with reductions
in prices of from 20 to 25 per cent, accord¬
ing to grade work. The cutters, for refus¬
ing to accept the reduction, were locked
out for the second time yesterday in thefactory of Arnold, Sesler & Co., No. 610
Broadway.
A strike of all the hands against the re¬duction took place yesterday in the shopsof Sachs it Stern, Broadway, near Waverleyplace, 100 cutters, operators and othersquitting work. A strike was also threat¬ened in Rosenwasser Brothers' factory. No.710 Broadway, against sweeping reduc¬tions. but the tirni at the last moment with¬drew the order to reduce wages.The overgalters and legging makers

are Knights of Labor and belong to thetwo mixed Trades Local Assemblies, No.208 and 1,169, which are under the juris¬diction of the Socialist wing of DistrictAssembly No. 49.
Master Workman Brower said that theywere trying to settle the trouble ami¬cably. He had sent word to the StateBoard of Arbitration to come here and tryand effect a settlement.
Some of the employers say that the men

are the aggressors and that the extent ofthe reductions has been exaggerated.They say they do not anticipate anythinglike a general strike.

HER CIGARETTE PORTRAIT.
Actress Virginia Earle's Right to a Brooch

Proved to Recorder Goff.
In Part III, of the General Sessions, yes¬

terday, George Brown, a former hallboy
in the Bartholdi Hotel, pleaded guilty to
the larceny of a diamond brooch valued at$500, the property of Virginia Earle Law-ton, an actress, who is known on the stageas Virginia Earle.
After Brown had been remanded to theTombs Mrs. Lawton asked Recorder Goffto restore to her the brooch. His Honorrefused to do this until she had beenproperly identified as Mrs. Virginia EurleLawton and the owner of the Jewel. Law¬

yer James W. McLaughlin, who was incourt, told the Recorder that he knew Mrs.Lawton and that the stolen property washers. Even this did not satisfy the Re¬corder, and he said that while he did notdoubt Mr. McLaughlin he desired to be
sure that Mrs. Lawton was Virginia Earle.
A young lawyer then stepped forward

and handed to the Recorder a cigarettepicture which bore a remarkably goodlikeness of Virginia Earle. The Recorder
studied it for some time and then com¬
pared it with the original of the photo¬graph. This apparently satisfied him, andhe gave the actress an order for her
brooch.

Object to Leiow'd Hospital Bill,
Ex-Assemblyman Edward B. La Fetra, Philip

F. Donahue and Henry Kraff, representing the
property owners of the Eighteenth Ward, called
on Mayor Strong yesterday and asked him not
to apprort Senator Lexow's bill providing for
the erection of a hospital for contagious diseases
at the foot of East Sixteenth street, on the
ground that it would be a menace to public
health. The Mayor said he would giTe the
matter due attention.

They Yielded to Temptation.
Hartford, Jan. 24..In the Police Court

to-day Mrs. Jennie P. Wheeler, twenty-
four years old, and Mrs. Laura Stott,
twenty-Three years old, of Manchester,
plead guilty to shoplifting at G. Fox &
Co.'s and Brown, Thompson & Co.'s es-
tabllshaents. They were each fined $10.
Both art respectably connected.

Dr. Slirady'* Son to Wed.
The engagement Is announced of Miss

Harrie E. Moore, daughter of Mrs. Julia
E G. Mooie, of New York, to Mr. Henry
Merwln SI rally, son of Dr. George F.
Shrady. -

Six Yards of It, Valued at $6,
Said to Have Disappear

from a Safe.

Belonged to Mrs. Erastus Cori
Who Expected to Wear it *«

Mrs. Morton's Reception.
TAKEN FROM HER DRESSMAK

In the Absence of the Dressmaker
Police, Who Had Not Been Inform"

Are Unable to G«t No Definite
Information.

A theft of lace valued at $6,000 froi
establishment of Miss E. H. Barrett,
maker, at No. 19 East Thirty-first s
was reported yesterday to have occ
on January 16. or the day following.
police had no knowledge of such a

bery. The lace, according to the r<
was the property of Mrs. Erastus Coi
and the failure to notify the police
explained upon the ground that #
Coming, who is the wife of the ral
millionaire and lives In Albany, ha<
beeu informed of the loss, and the t
maker hoped that it might be found
publicity avoided.
Detective McVey, of the West Thli

Street Squad, who was sent to the
after hearing the story, succeeded it
ting no Information about it, not e>

corroboration of the fact that a thef
been committed. Miss Barrett liv<
Avern-by-the-Sea. Miss Hattie W1
her assistant. refused to talk about
theft, of which she proposed entiri
no ranee. The story was substantial!.
follows:
The story as set forth was

the lace was in a single piece of
yards and its seemingly fabulous vain
$1,000 a yard is derived from the fact
It was once the property of Empress
genie, whom misfortune forced to dis
of probably the richest collection of
in Europe. The Yanderbllt and A
families bought many of the treasi
and Worth, of Paris, was another J
purchaser It was from Worth that
Corning bought the $0,000 piece.
Mrs. Coming was to attend the

ceptlon given by Mrs. Levi P. Morto
Albany, Wednesday night, and two w
ago called upon Miss Barrett and or*
a new gown to be trimmed with the^toric lace, which she took with her anc"
with the dressmaker. Mrs. Coming
Miss Barrett its history and warned
to be especially careful of It. The a
and what follows concerning the all
theft is all given as the substance of
terday's report.

THE THEFT CONCEALED.
Mrs. Coming did not know of

loss. The hope that the lace mighi
recovered led Miss Barrett to concea
fact of the theft from its owner and
rewards to her workwomen for the rf
of the property.
Mrs. Corning called at the Barrett e>

llshment Thursday, January 16, and
dress was fitted and the lace taken
w'ille she gave instructions as to the >

it «¦>« to be put on the garment.
Miss Barrett has a large Marvin saff

her reception room, In which such va
bles are kepi. The Eugenie lace was
on a table In the niddle room in the
of the reception room when Mrs. Co:,.
left the house, and tbe »oor leading t<
hall was open. Access tb the room \
have been easy from tlie bisement. or
other part of the *>0use. "There are
rooms on the reception roon loor <>i
floors above thirty-seven sewi wyme
three apprentice girls are at
is a milliner in the basemer
needlework firm occupies the- nrst - .
Miss Barrett was called upstairs aftei
Corning had left. Her assistant and the
reception room girl were in the rear room,
but there was no one in the two front
rooms. A young woman called to see one
of the employes and the reception room girl
disobeyed orders and showed her into the
parlor. The caller and the employe con¬
versed for a few minutes only and then the
visitor left. Two well-known society wo¬
men called next.
After their departure Miss Barrett said

to the reception room girl: "W lien 1 went
upstairs 1 saw Mrs. Cosmng s lace oni the
table in the middle room. Did you put it
In the safe, as I told you?"
The girl said that she had, and told ex¬

actly where In the safe she had put it.
Miss Barrett then locked the safe, and it
was not until the next day, when she had
occasion to get out some similar lace, nar¬
rower and less valuable, that she discov¬
ered the loss.

HOUSE IN AN UPROAR.
First she thought it had been taken to

the workrooms, and It was not unyi late
in the day that she became convinced that
it had really been stolen. Soon the house
was in an uproar, and every nook and cor¬
ner was searched. Miss Barrett closely
questioned all of her employes an I as the
result, says that she is unwilling to bus-
oect any one. She first offered a reward
of $150 "for the return of the nroperty and
later increased tbe amount to
Mrs Corning wrote from Albany Mon

dav saying that the dress must positively
be'delivered there the next day. 1The dress-
maker, who was nearly prostrated by het
loss aid in a state of nervous excitement,
reitlied that as her chief assistant 111
she did not have the Eugenie lace put_ on
the gown, for fear of Inferior workinanship,
and had substituted a cheaper kind in it*
stead temporarily. Mrs. Corning was
to return the dress after the ball, when the
work would be finished. When that letter
was off Miss Barrett worried more than
ever and hoped against hope that some
clew to the lace would be found.
The young French girl who answeredthi door at Miss Barrett's vesterday aft¬ernoon^ said that she had heard notMng

of anv rewards being offered. Tlie s.ire,
she sa'ld was located in the reception room,
as described. She admitted that Mrs. Corn-
Uie was a customer, but said she had not
seen her in fully two weeks.
Later in the evening a young man with

a sandv mustache denied posiU\ ely that
there had been any theft at all. lie said
he was W. Slocum. "I am a sort of so¬
cial manager for Miss Barrett, who is *e
,innl hpre " lie said, and you can state
nositivelv from me that there is not anyFace or'anything else missing from this
house I have positively no linancial con¬

nection with her establishment, but I am
i personal friend, and would know badanything been stolen. I never heard of
Mrs Corning being a customer of Miss Bar¬
rett! If she had been, I should have heaid

0fMlss Barrett is a dressmaker of acknowl¬
edged reputation, and works for the Sloane*.
Van Bensselaers, £stors, Nanderbilts and
nthpr well-known families. If tin lace is
not found she will pay Mjs. Corning 16.009.
One feature of the theft that will be

material aid to the police willbe the.dif¬
ficulty of disposing of the lace. It is as

weU known In Paris as in New York, and
anv attempt to dispose of it to persons qual¬
ified to iudge at all of its value would re¬
sult in speedv discovery. If. as is suspected,
the theft^s the work of a kleptomaniac, who
would make no attempt to dispose of it. or
of an ordinary sneak thief who would have
no conception of Its value, the police wll.
have a difficult problem to solve.

Hummersein Gets Mile. May.
Mile. Jane May, the pantomimlst, has been

engaged for Ilammerstein's Olynipla for
the week beginning February 3. She will
uresent a repertory of songs, musical sketch¬
es and imitations of Sarah Bernhardt and
other stage celebrities. This is a departure
from her usual style of entertainment, but
not an untried one. as sbe has glven simlUr
performances In urope. Mlle. May is under
Aneustin Daly's management, but he has
arranged with Hamersteln for this series
of performances.

Seitll to Tour the Country.
Johnson & Arthur have signed a con¬

tract with Anton Seldl and his orchestra
for a tour of the I'nl ed States and Mexico.
It will be Mr. Seidl's first tour of America
during his ten years' residence in this city.
Sauret, the violinist, is to travel with the
orchestra as soloist.


